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1. Introductions

2. Opening remarks

a. Steve Koch, chair

b. Rachel Elman, Director of Operations, Mayorõs Office

c. Eleanor Gorski, DPD Acting Commissioner

3. Col. Reisinger, US Army Corps of Engineers 

4. Working group reports

a. Community Connections

b. Stewardship & Volunteers

c. River Trails

d. Science & Design

5. Other business

6. Presentation: Friends of the Chicago River, mapping application

7. Adjourn
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PURPOSE

Transforming Chicagoõs unique waterway system into a thriving and 

ecologically integrated natural asset, capable of accommodating the 

needs of people, requires coordinated planning, investment and 

management

Aspire to, and realize no later than 2040, inland waterways in 

Chicago that are inviting, productive and living, that support wildlife 

in-stream and on their banks, and that contribute to our cityõs 

resiliency. Start by:

1. Initiating a coordinating structure

2. Identifying new opportunities to invest and involve

communities in the river

3. Developing a long-term structure for stewardship and maintenance and 

identify fundraising opportunities

JUNE 26, 2019
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River Prism & 30-Foot Setback
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CHICAGO RIVERS
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FRAMEWORK PLAN
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Community Connections Working Group
Mission & Role
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Community Connections Working Group
Project Spotlight Approach: Piloted by South Branch Park Advisory Council
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1. Audit of un-leasable land 

along rivers

2. Audit of public land suitable 

for urban agriculture

Community Connections Working Group
Commissioner Morita Update on MWRD Initiatives
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The mission of the Stewardship & Volunteers working group is:

1. Increase the number and diversity of people engaged as volunteers and stewards to 

improve the health of the river and adjacent lands and communities

2. Develop a diverse range of opportunities for individuals, groups and communities to 

connect to the river system

3. Use science as the basis to identify priority geographies for ecological stewardship
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The mission of the River Trails working group is:

1. Articulate and enhance the river trail networks that exist and the short- and long-term 

gaps for use by the public

2. Create trail environments for both pedestrians and non-pedestrians without detracting 

from either experience and which enhance the ecosystem and the communities

3. Identify and provide options for long-term gaps (in water paths; alternative routes 

through wetlands, parks and preserves; street routes; etc.)
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Å 2019 IDOT Statewide
Planning Grant
Chicago River Edge Access 
Study

(Active Transportation Alliance) 
up to date inventory, overview, 
and categorization of current 
bridge and river edge 
conditions to support trail access 
to and along the Chicago River.  

Å Belmont Ave to Lathrop Homes 

(Active Transportation Alliance) 
walk audit and assessment of 
trail connection
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North Branch / North Shore Channel
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Å 2019 IDOT Statewide 
Planning Grant 
Access 
Improvements to 
South Branch Parks

(South Branch PAC) 
implementation plan 
for a range of access 
improvements that 
connect local parks 
and its adjacent 
neighborhoods.
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South Branch / Sanitary & Ship Canal
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Calumet River


